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Ala. (Reuters) - A U.S. Army private suspected of using a handgun to kill
three people and wound two others at a military facility in central Alabama
will go on trial later this year, a military judge announced on Tuesday.
Private First Class Noe Hernandez faces four charges, including two counts
of premeditated murder, in the March 4 shootings at the U.S. Army's Army
Combat Readiness Center in Redstone Arsenal, Alabama. Hernandez was
captured a day after the shootings. Six other soldiers were charged in
connection with the shooting but the U.S. Justice Department recently
decided not to prosecute them. They will be tried, along with Hernandez, at
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, the military's only U.S. military court, but in much
smaller, quicker trials. A pretrial hearing was scheduled for Wednesday but
was postponed until April 10. The three civilian victims were identified on
Tuesday as a man and two women. They were named as Army National
Guardsmen Matthew Burnett, a 31-year-old munitions specialist, and his
wife, Megan Burnett, a 28-year-old nurse; and Taylorsville resident Kayla
Cuevas, 19. Megan Burnett, a high school graduate, had just given birth to
the couple's first child less than a month before the shootings, according to
their Facebook profile. Hernandez's lawyer did not immediately respond to
an email seeking comment on Tuesday. The victims were killed in a car park
in the military facility that houses weapons testing, according to U.S.
military officials. The shootings triggered a massive manhunt by hundreds of
U.S. and Alabama law enforcement and military officers. Hernandez had
been previously deployed to Afghanistan and was dishonorably discharged
from the Army in 2011, the military said at the time. Hernandez, who
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